




his lot with the partisans was a continuation of the fight against fascism which had led him to 

join up in the first place, and a way to deal with his guilt that he had been, as he puts it, 

ócontent not to fight in Spainô. 







local plumber who told him that the young Italian who heôd ordered to be shot in 1944 had 

indeed been discovered to be a spy. Stuart comments: óI was filled with wonder ï and still am 

ï at the sensibility, the understanding of human predicaments, that lay behind that 

announcement and his wish to lift from me a difficult memory.ô  Yet he returns to one of the 

incidents in a letter to the London Review of Books in September 2002, in which he says he 

is óstill worriedô by it. Perhaps his view of war was that of the protagonist in The Circle of the 


