








Italian Mess tin could be placed above a small fire box, in which all 
manner of fuel would be placed and below the fire box would be an 
empty enclosed space which would be filled by air by the opening of 
a fan, operated by a handle to give a constant draught below the fire 
box, a Mess tin with about two pints of water within would be 
boiling in less than three minutes, the snag was however, that fuel 
was not easy to find but we managed to and got by, it was a comical 
sight to see these brewing machines in use, as many as thirty or so at 
a time, the wooden struts on our bunks were diminishing in number 
all the time as we were using them for fuel.  


